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North Shore Alliance of Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgender Youth (NAGLY)

Announces New Executive Director

The North Shore Alliance of Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgender Youth, Inc. (NAGLY) Board of Directors has

announced that James Giessler has been hired as its new Executive Director effective April 12, 2021. This follows

an extensive search, following the last year’s announcement by long-time Executive Director Steve Harrington of

his plan to retire.   Giessler comes to NAGLY with extensive leadership experience in non-profit management and

fundraising, combined with an understanding of the LGBTQ+ community and commitment to empowering its

youth.

“We are thrilled to welcome James to NAGLY”, said Board Chair Kirsten Freni.  “All of us will miss Steve but are

excited to have found James to lead the organization going forward.”

Giessler has been working in the nonprofit sector for more than a quarter of a century. Trained by the

fundraising professionals at The Fundraising School at the Indiana University Center on Philanthropy, James

launched his nonprofit career in Indianapolis in 1993 before moving to the Greater Boston area in 2008.

Over the years, James has been an event planner and director of development for an HIV/AIDS organization, a

development writer and director of corporate and foundation relations for a comprehensive university, executive

director of a cancer support organization, president and chief development officer for an innovative start-up

nonprofit working in the ALS sector, and most recently executive director of a private foundation supporting the

performing arts.

As a gay man who grew up the son of evangelical fundamentalist parents in a rural part of northeastern Ohio,

James affirms that he has a personal understanding for how difficult it can be to live honestly, openly, and

joyfully in a society that does not always value who we are and whom we love. But he maintains that, “While I

know what it is like to have homophobic slurs hurled at me for simply walking down the street with my husband,

I also know the value of finding a community of like-minded, supportive friends—both LGBTQ and

non-LGBTQ—to join us on life’s journey.”

An avid walker/hiker, James enjoys getting outside with his four-legged daughter, Tessa, and cooking and baking

for his friends. Thanks to his late-husband of 29 years, James also boasts a wonderful family including two

daughters, a son and daughter-in-law, and twin grandsons (all of the two-legged variety).

As we slowly emerge from COVID-19, James is excited to see programming at NAGLY return to in-person

meetings and events and says that he is “…delighted, proud, and deeply honored to have the opportunity to

serve NAGLY and advance its mission on behalf of LGBTQ+ youth.”
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Harrington will continue working until the end of April to ensure a smooth transition.  Giessler who currently

lives on the South Shore, plans to relocate to the Salem area.

XXXXXX

Founded in 1992, NAGLY’s mission is to honor, respect, educate, and empower LGBTQ+ youth.  It does this

through regular support meetings, leadership trainings, and social and cultural events, as well as defending and

enhancing the civil and human rights of this community. Weekly programming topics range from safe sex,

healthy relationships, bullying and coming out, to lighter matters such as poetry slams, heritage night, world

spirituality, open mic nights, game nights, movie nights, dance nights and more.  To effectively pursue this

mission, NAGLY is committed to fostering and preserving a culture of equity, diversity, and inclusion, including

staff, volunteers, and the youth we serve.
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